Collaborate with IATEFL SIGs 

  

Ideas for strengthening the links between 

the SIGs and the Associates 

(thanks to Kari Smith) 

  
The assumption the following ideas are based on is that IATEFL finds it important to strengthen the cooperation between two major IATEFL audiences: the SIGs and the Associates. Here are some ideas of how the two groups can join forces and gain mutual benefits . The intention is that the ideas are presented to the SIGs and the Associates for discussion. 
  
• · An Associate decides it wants to focus on a specific aspect of ELT in the year to come. It contacts the relevant SIG Coordinator and jointly they work out a plan on how to proceed with the idea. 
Example: IATEFL Chile decides it wants to promote teaching English for special purposes in the year to come. They contact the Coordinator of the ESP SIG, who then gets involved in developing a joint plan. 

•  An Associate and a SIG agree to issue a joint Newsletter. 
Example: GRETA (Spain) and Young Learners' SIG publish a newsletter on Teaching English to Young Learners in Spain, or LMS (Norway) and Testing, Evaluation and Assessment (TEA) SIG plan a joint newsletter on assessment issues in foreign language learning in Norway. 

• · Events jointly organised by an associate and a SIG. 

Examples: a) SPELTA ( Russia ) chooses Global Issues as the theme for their annual event. It is then natural that they contact the GI SIG which is the expert group on the issue. 

b) Teacher Training (TT) SIG is interested in having an event in Thailand . They approach THAITESOL and invite them to be involved in organising the event. 

• · Most Associates have annual events. It is possible to have special SIG tracks within the Associates' annual event . This means that the SIG helps finding speakers on SIG themes, and in the Call for Papers, teachers are invited to send in proposals related to the SIG theme. The accepted proposals are scheduled in a flagged SIG track. 

Example: IATEFL Hungary is interested in having a track on the theme of Learner Independence. LI SIG helps finding speakers and is represented at the event. 

• · Associates with discussion facilities can link up with a SIG's discussion list and have an online discussion on a specific topic. 

• · Example: JALT ( Japan ) links up with Computer SIG and they invite teachers to get involved in a discussion on how to use computers in ELT. 

  

	Advantages for the SIGs 
	Advantages for the Associates 

	More events 

More events outside UK 

NLs with associates - share the load? 

More members 

Learning about local contexts 

Meeting the real teachers 

  
	With events already set up: 

More international flavour through 

•  speakers via CFP 

•  participants via registration 

Using English as language of communication throughout event 

Sharing/learning/networking 

More contacts for EU / ELTECs projects 


  

Find out about the 14 Special Interest Groups (SIGs) of IATEFL 
 

